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AWARD BONUS: Hive owner Jenny Shaw with the porcelain platter to be presented to the The Canberra Times Artist of the Year.

Picture: Richard Briggs

Hive gilds art award

The 2006 Artist of the Year will receive an added prize tonight, reports Arts Editor Helen Musa

LIVEWIRE gallery owner from Brad-
don will join The Canberra Times in
honouring the 2006 The Canberra
Times Artist of the Year next week.
Jenny Shaw, of The Hive gallery in
Lonsdale Street, Braddon, will present a fine
ceramics platter to the Artist of the Year, to
be announced by The Canberra Times editor
Mark Baker at a ceremony in the Teatro
Vivaldi restaurant at the ANU Arts Centre
this evening. The platter, valued at more
than $500, will be matched by a cheque from
The Canberra Times to the value of $500.
The award, founded in 1991, goes to an
artist living within a 100km radius of
Canberra whose outstanding contribution
to his or her chosen art form has drawn
attention to Canberra as a cultural centre.
Nominated by readers, the artist is chosen
by critics at The Canberra Times.
The Artist of the Year award normally goes
to artists at the very top of their practice and

Lighthouse life on tour

IGSAW Theatre Company’s

past winners have included composers Larry
Sitsky and Judith Clingan, glass artist Klaus
Moje, ceramicist Hiroe Swen and painter
Helen Geier. Last year’s recipient was
Vivienne Winther, the artistic director of
Canberra’s chamber opera company Sto-
pera.

The platter, crafted by awarding-winning
Canberra ceramic artist Maiju Altpere-
Woodhead, has been crafted in porcelain
and decorated through a sophisticated
monoprint technique on the face, with fine
carving on the rear.

Altpere-Woodhead was the 2005 winner of
the Canberra Potters’ Society Doug Alex-
ander Memorial Award. Trained by
Norwegian artist Ole Lislerud, she also holds
a 2003 Master of Philosophy in Visual Arts
from the ANU School of Art. She is now one
of the most widely-exhibited ceramic artists
in Australia.

Shaw said she had been running The Hive

for eight years, the first two of them at the
Kingston Old Bus Depot Market.

After threats of demolition because of new
construction on the Kingston foreshore, she
looked around for gallery space in the
burgeoning arts precinct of inner Braddon,
home also to the Helen Maxwell Gallery,
Paintbox Gallery and Impressions on Paper
Gallery.

Shaw said she loved “the vibes in Brad-
don” and predicted it would eventually
become like the inner suburban areas of
Sydney and Melbourne, which are home to
small exhibiting galleries like hers.

Shaw’s approach was to select works for
her seven-day-a-week gallery based on “a
beautiful aesthetic or a quirky aesthetic”.

She used to sculpt and paint herself, but
with so many craftspeople from around
Australia wanting to exhibit at The Hive, she
now has no time.

PETER WILKINS
Review

Wicked web

traps women

Boston Marriage, by David Mamet.
Directed by Catherine Mann. Designed by
Imogen Keen. A Street Theatre
presentation. The Street Theatre. Until
Saturday.

HE COURSE of true love never did

run smooth, and in Boston

Marriage, David Mamet’s farcical,

wicked and less dark than usual foray
into that nameless love between two

women, love and lust run amok. Mamet

lampoons Victorian propriety with

contemporary force, wielding language

like a sword, cutting a swathe through
artifice to expose the human frailty.
Anna, a statuesque and delightfully

vainglorious Andrea Close, and Claire, a

more contained and earnest Louise

Bennet, live in a Boston marriage, a term

coined by Henry James in The
Bostonians to describe two women
living together in an intimate
relationship.

Catherine Mann’s production opens
with a simmering sexuality, leaving no
doubt this is a lesbian relationship,
about to confront the threat of change.
Anna has formed a liaison with a male
“protector” to secure a comfortable
future for herself. Claire throws their
relationship into disarray by falling in
love with a young girl — the daughter of
Anna’s male protector. The plot is
complicated further when the girl
recognises the necklace that Anna has
received from her protector as
belonging to her mother.

Mann has cast her production to
perfection. Close is commanding, one
moment dripping with style and the
next spitting acid with petulant retort.
Bennet is the ideal foil, pithy and con-
strained, containing emotion like a
corset. Mamet’s play is directed with
deliberate precision by Mann and

played with clarity by Close and Bennett

and Justine Campbell as the hilarious,

scene-stealing Scottish maid, Catherine.

Imogen Keen’s excellent Victorian toy
set design creates a cartoon world for
foolish hearts to inhabit. Highly
recommended.
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director Kate Shearer launched

the company’s 2007 season on

Friday. A re-conceived pro-
duction of Flotsam and Jetsam, an
adventure of lighthouse life orig-
inally staged by Greg Lissaman, will
tour ACT primary schools before
featuring in the Come Out Festival
for Young People in Adelaide in May.
Emma’s Dynasty will fuse old and
new, from Ancient China to contem-
porary video art, to explore memory,
family, belonging and history. Both
the schools touring productions are
aimed at audiences aged 4-18 years
and will have public seasons through
a new partnership with The Street
Theatre. Shearer plans to undertake
two new commissions for schools
and the wider public.

o

FROM A RATHER unusual final
shortlist, with no sopranos or tenors,

HELEN MUSA

Capital Life

a 22-year-old baritone from Western
Australia, Duncan Rock, has won the
Marianne Mathy Scholarship in the
Australian Singing Competition’s
25th anniversary final.

The only female was 22-year-old
mezzo-soprano Lauren Easton. It’s
the first time in 12 years a male has
won the scholarship, worth $30,000,
together with an array of other
prizes.

Madam Marianne Mathy was a
celebrated singing teacher,
remembered for her association with
the late soprano June Bronhill.
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